Though it is a well-recognized fact that striped muscle offers considerable resistance to infection by pyogenic organisms, acute myositis is not uncommonly found, particularly in tropical countries. The term ' tropical myositis ' is given to this condition. It occurs in association with lesions in other organs. Scriba (1885) made a report on four cases of spontaneous muscle suppuration in Japan. Miyake (1904) reviewed 250 cases, all of which had occurred in Japan and added 33 to the list. Ziemann (1913) in the Cameroons made mention of tropical myositis in his official reports.
The condition has also been described in French Indo-China by Huard (1933) . Cases have also been reported by Tanon and Jamot (1926) in French West Africa, Robertson (1930) in Nigeria, Chesterman (1930) in Congo, McConnell (1923) in Trinidad and by many others in different parts of the tropics.
The following description of the symptomatology of the disease is based upon the published reports.
According to Appel (1921) and Traquair (1947) 2. An account of the symptomatology based on these reports is given.
3. Three new cases are reported.
